
Funeral homily for John Adams: 

In one of his essays Donald Demarco, a philosopher and retired University professor, says that the daily 

newspaper is for people of all ages. He points out that the section of the paper a person reads first is a 

fairly reliable indication of his own age group.  

He offers a few examples. 

A very young reader is more likely to turn to the Comics (or as it was previously called, the funnies) first; 

 A little later in life it is the sports page that draws his attention; 

If he acquires financial responsibility in his adult years his preference is to turn to the page listing all 

stocks transactions; and if he is thinking of purchasing a house the real estate page becomes his first 

responsibility. 

Later on in life, in the years of retirement he may turn to the obituary pages. 

Demarco makes reference to the popular British humorist, Robert Benchley who once quipped that 

when he wakes up in the morning the first thing he does is to check the obituary column. If his name is 

not there he goes back to bed! 

A death notice may give the reader some appreciation of the deceased fine points. One need only 

consider the adjectives: loving caring, dedicated, helper, and so forth.  

John is best remembered for spending time with his family.   

I am mindful that the one for whom I offer this funeral mass this morning was sixty-nine years old at the 

time of his death. In a few weeks I turn sixty-eight .The shadows are lengthening and my earthly days 

are numbered. 

But for those of us who are Christians, death means “life is changed, not ended” 

To quote Saint Paul: “For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, 

whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. For this is why Christ died and came to life, that he might be 

lord of the dead and the living. (Rom: 14, 8,9)” 

Death is the gateway to eternal life.  

 


